Useful Websites:

For internet safety and awareness http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
http://www.kidsmart.org.uk/
Other curriculum areas:

http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Interactive.aspx?cat=73
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p017l02f
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/websites/4_11/site/science.shtm 

Home Learning

Year 1 and 2 will have homework tasks set each week, one to reinforce English skills and one to reinforce maths skills learned in class that week.  This will be given on a Friday and should be brought back in on a Wednesday.  Your child will also have key word spellings to learn each week.  I do not intend to test the children as it will be evident in their English book if they are learning them.  Reception children should learn their letter sounds and key words along with daily reading as and when appropriate for your child 
Please help your child to become an independent learner by completing these tasks.
Reminders!

· Named PE kit needs to be in school each Friday.  PE will take place in the Village Hall from Friday 11 November 2016.  Please ensure children are picked up from the Village Hall at this time.
Please do not hesitate to contact staff at school if you have any questions regarding your child’s learning.  Thank you for your support at the start of Year Rec, 1 and 2!
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A guide to your child’s learning this half term.

Autumn Term 2 – Rec, Year 1 and 2
Mrs Berry, Mrs Sargen and Mrs Ridgeway
English
In English, we will be completing various writing activities based on our topic of Polar Regions. We will be; finding and writing facts about penguins and Polar Bears; writing a fantasy story, using ‘Oi get of Our train and the Magic Bed’ as a model; writing captions for pictures; writing lists using commas; creating and describing Polar Animals. We will also look at writing animal poems. This term in handwriting we will continue to spend a session a day focusing on letter formation, ensuring we are still forming letters correctly when writing words and sentences. This will be linked to spellings. 
Reading

Reading will take place three times a week for year 1 and 2.  We will also have one session a week on guided reading.  We will look at a range of text types and talk about the books to answer questions.  We will also be doing book studies to help develop prediction and inference skills.
You can help your child at home by- 

· Listening to your child read as often as possible
· Ask your child to talk about the book they are reading and talk around the story (using skills of inference and deduction)
Ask your child to look at the key word spellings on the back of the books stages 1-5 Oxford reading tree and encourage them to have a go at spelling these words.
Look at the word. Say the word. Cover the word. Write the word. Check the word. 
Maths

In Mathematics we will be continuing our place value learning including how to recognise numbers up to 100 and thinking carefully about how we can partition these numbers into tens and units.   
We will also look again at number bonds to 10 and 20 and will concentrate closely on related number facts e.g. 3+2= 5, 2+3=5, 5-2=3 and 5-3=2. 

We will also be looking at doubling and halving numbers and will continue to develop our addition and subtraction skills. These will all be covered with a range of practical learning activities. We will also look at shape and data.
You can help your child at home by-

· Practising number bond skills e.g. 1+4=5 2+3=5 3+2=5 
· Practising counting in 1’s 2’s 5’s and 10’s.
· Looking at the o’clock and half past on a clock.

· Looking at shapes in the environment.

Topic 

Time and Place (History and Geography) 
In Geography we are looking at the contrasting locality of Antarctica (environment, weather, landscapes and animals). We will think about all the things that change climates and we will discuss the issues of pollution and the melting ice caps. 

We will think of questions we can ask friendly Inuit’s about their homes too.  We will use photographs and videos to learn about the Polar Regions and look at maps.  We will think about how we can take care of our world and discuss environmental issues.

In history, we will be looking at the Titanic and Scott’s journey to the South Pole.

Science
In science, we will be comparing: animals and plants; UK and Antarctica; we will be learning about: variation and change in humans and animals; insulation; changing materials and conducting a ‘penguin’ experiment.
RE/PSHE
We will be learning about: Remembrance Day; Diwali; Hanukkah and Christmas.
Art/DT 

In art and DT this half term we will be completing activities around: observational drawings and paintings of Artic animals and polar animals; textiles (patchwork blanket); chalk pictures; Christmas cards; clay activity (making polar animals) and making animal homes cocktail sticks and marshmallows.

