DT - The children will be making their own 17th century houses as part of a large street scene we plan to produce in order to act out the events of the Great Fire.  We will also be making bread, candles and 17th century cakes!

P.E. – Extra Time - Multi skills and fundamentals.

Music – When we are not practising for the Nativity (!), the children will have some fun by exploring pitch, performing chants and following picture scores.  We will also be listening to Handel’s Royal Fireworks suite and using this a stimulus for some mood drawings.

R.E. – Light and Dark.  The children will be finding out about advent and the importance of light at Christmas.  We will also be learning about Diwali and Hanukkah and the importance of light and dark for the Hindu and Jewish communities.  
Useful Websites:

www.purplemash.co.uk
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk  

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/5_7/ 

Home Work
Year 1 and 2 will have homework tasks set each week - one to reinforce English skills and one to reinforce maths skills learned in class that week.  This will be given on a Friday and should be brought back in on a Wednesday.   Your child will also have key word spellings to learn each week.  Reception children should learn their letter sounds and key words.  There may also be times when the children will also bring home a topic related piece of homework.  Please help your child to become an independent learner by completing these tasks.
Reminders!

· Named PE kit needs to be in school for Friday. Wellingtons and waterproof daily for reception. 
Please do not hesitate to contact staff at school if you have any questions regarding your child’s learning.  Thank you for your support and we look forward to working with you and your child.
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A guide to your child’s learning this half term.

Fire and Ice
Autumn Term 2 2017 – Rec, Year 1 and 2
Mrs Sargen, Mrs Ridgeway and Mrs Allen
English/Literacy
The term begins with a focus on poetry, songs and rhyme for the whole class.  We will be listening to lots of different poems and songs about Bonfire Night and we will all be thinking about how the words in these invoke our senses.  In KS1 we will be writing two different poems of our own and in Reception we will be learning and performing rhymes and songs to the group and also writing our own verse for a rhyme with a little bit of help!  In the lead up to Christmas, we will be listening to lots of stories about Santa and the older children will be using these to capture their imaginations in order to write their own exciting stories.  In Reception, the children will discover all sorts of objects and words hanging from the Magic Tree to help them to create some super sentences and magical writing.  And of course, we will all have to write our letters to Father Christmas!
We are going to focus really hard on presentation in our work and we will be having regular handwriting sessions to help us to ensure that our work is the best we can make it.  

Reading

We aim to read with all the children at least three times each week, but we actively encourage the children to read as part of their lessons and routines throughout the day.  

Reading is so important for the children so please help your child at home by- 

· Listening to your child read as often as possible
· Ask your child to talk about the book they are reading and talk around the story (using skills of inference and deduction)
Maths/Number, Shape, Space and Measure
In KS1 we will be looking at odd and even numbers this term and counting in 2s, 5s and 10s.  We will start to look at fractions and how we can double numbers and find halves (and even quarters!) of even numbers.  We will continue to practise our number bonds to 10 and 20 and use these facts to work out number problems.  
All the children will be working on shapes this term and in Reception we will be learning to recognise numbers to 20 and finding out what is 1 more and 1 less from numbers to 10 and then 20.  We will also be looking at measuring, time and money.
You can help your child at home by-

· Practising number bond skills e.g. 1+4=5 2+3=5 3+2=5 
· Practising counting in 1’s 2’s 5’s and 10’s.
· Looking at the o’clock and half past on a clock.
· Looking at shapes and numbers in the environment.
· Asking your child what is 1 more or 1 less from a given number.

Topic – The Great Fire of London (KS1 History. Rec.  Understanding of the World (UW)
We are going to learn all about the Great Fire of London this term.  We will be finding out about what life was like in the 17th century and looking at the events which triggered the fire.   We will be looking at historical sources to understand how we know about this key event in history and we will be looking at the consequences of the Great Fire and how it changed London.   
Science (UW) – ‘Fire’.  This term we will be carrying out lots of experiments and starting the topic off by looking at different sources of light.  We will then move on to finding out which materials are flammable and we are expecting a visit by the local Fire Service who will talk to the children about fire safety.   There should be lots of excitement when the children move on to exploring the effect of heat on different materials and lots of discussion about the reversible and irreversible changes which take place!
Computing – As well as using the laptops within our literacy we will be learning how to make short stories by programming characters to perform different tasks within a scene.  The Reception children will be completing age-related programs on the iPads and laptops.

Art - This half term our predominant focus will be on colour linked to fire and ice.  The children will begin by looking at the work of two artists, Jackson Pollock and Piet Mondrian, and producing firework pictures and silhouettes of 17th century London using the different techniques of these artists.   There will be an opportunity to dye fabrics during this unit and produce collages using warm and cold colours.
