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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
With me steadily working my way through the chocolates in my advent 
calendar, it seems that Christmas will soon be upon us.  I’m sure we’ve 
all felt that there have been some points during this strange year when 
we couldn’t envisage getting to Christmas.  However, we’ve got there 
and on behalf of myself, the governors and the staff, a sincere thank you 
to everyone who has supported the school in some capacity during the 
year.  I hope that you all have a peaceful, healthy and safe Christmas 
and New Year!   
 
We close for the Christmas holiday on Friday 18 December 2020.  School will reopen to pupils on 
Tuesday 5 January 2021 (we are closed for staff training on Monday 4 January).  
 

Attendance  
Despite a global pandemic, our attendance for the year so far has been great and currently stands at 98.5%.  
This is above our whole school target of 97% which is amazing.  Even with the challenges, thanks to 
everyone who has ensured that their children are in school as often as possible.  Thanks also for supporting 
us with the slightly staggered start and end times to the day.  It allows us to ensure the children can arrive 
and leave in smaller numbers.    

Face Masks 
I forwarded you a letter at the start of November from Dean Wallace, the Director of Public Health for 
Derbyshire.  It mentioned the actions we can all take to stay safe.  One recommendation it made is that 
parents and carers wear a face covering when dropping off and picking up children at school.  Despite us not 
being in national lockdown anymore, I would still encourage all adults to wear a face mask to reduce the 
potential risk of transmission between members of the school community. 
 

Attendance Letters 
At the start of January, you will be receiving a letter detailing your child’s attendance information for the 
autumn term.  Our aim is that all of our children are here on time every day and have attendance of at least 
97%.   
 

Christmas Party Day – Friday 18 December 
Children can come to school in their party clothes on the last day (note of 
caution: it could be a bit mucky on the yard at break and lunchtime!).  
Children will enjoy a party lunch, party games and a film.   
 

 
Christmas Song 

We were so disappointed that we couldn’t hold our traditional nativity at All 
Saints this year.  So, to spread some festive cheer, each class has recorded 
their own Christmas song.  The link to the teacher’s private YouTube channel 
will be made available via an email to each parent.  We ask that you do not 
share this link with anyone else.  Happy Christmas!  
 

Thanks… 
To the Baslow Charities whose annual donation of over £228.57 has been put towards books our Christmas  
books this year.   
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Christmas cards 
We ask that any children wishing to share Christmas cards bring them to school by Tuesday 15 December.  
This will allow us to quarantine the cards for 72 hours before we distribute them to children on Friday.  
 

Thanks… 
We collected a record breaking 72 advent calendars for the Chesterfield foodbank to ensure that some 
children receive an extra special gift that they would not otherwise get.  Thank you to all those who were able 
to donate.   
 

Harvest Collection 
We held a non-uniform day in November to raise money for the Chesterfield Food Bank 
and amassed a wonderful £180.33.  Thank you. 
 

Thanks to the PTFA… 
Who paid for our online panto this year – Treasure Island.  They also supplied 
some yummy ice lollies for our interval and the children had a great time (oh, yes, 
they did!).  All that was missing was the damp, cold and noisy coach journey to and 
from Chesterfield! 
 

Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day 
School was a blitz of festive sparkle and shine as children and staff came adorned in their 
wonderful Christmas jumpers on Friday.  We are still counting but thanks to everyone who 
donated towards the Save the Children Christmas Jumper appeal.   
 
 

Children in Need 
It was a while ago now but we held our annual children in Need fundraising activities in 
November and raised an exceptional £139.73.  (I always wonder where that 3p comes from!)  

 
 

COVID-19 Contact tracing during the Christmas holiday 
You received a letter last week explaining that schools had been asked to remain contactable for a six-day 
window after the end of term so that we can assist with contact tracing where necessary.  This will allow 
enough time for positive coronavirus (COVID-19) cases to be identified and confirmed by a test and for 
relevant contacts in the education setting to be traced. 
 
The Department of Education advises: 
- Where a pupil or staff member tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed symptoms 
more than 48 hours since being in school, the school should not be contacted. Parents and carers should 
follow contact tracing instructions provided by NHS Test and Trace. 
- For the first 6 days after teaching ends, if a pupil or staff member tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), 
having developed symptoms within 48 hours of being in school, the school is asked to assist in identifying 
close contacts and advising self-isolation, as the individual may have been infectious whilst in school. 
 
We therefore ask that you contact school immediately if your child tests positive at any time up to and 
including Thursday 24th December (if they developed symptoms within 48 hours of being in school).  As 
there will not be any staff in school, please notify us by sending an email to 
enquiries@curbar.derbyshire.sch.uk . School will check the email account at least once a day.   
 
If notified of a positive case, we would then send a notification letter via email to the family of any children 
who had been in close contact.  The letter would contain guidance about what you and your household 
should do in these circumstances.  This will allow for greater safety and peace of mind if you are meeting 
others over the Christmas period. 

 
Citizen of the Term 

Our final award assembly of the year is the Citizen of the Term award which will take place this Friday.  Each 
class will be voting for children in each year group who they think have shown the attributes of a good Curbar 
citizen.  You will be notified by text if your child is a recipient of this prestigious award.   

 
After School Club Cancelled 

There will be no after school Extra Time multi skills club on Friday 18 December.   
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Let it snow!  

There may come a point when we get a dollop of snow.  We will always endeavour to open school.  
However, when there is particularly severe snow or ice, the school has to consider the safety of the children, 
parents and staff in getting to and from school.  We also have to ensure that there are enough adults in 
school to supervise and teach the children.  Sometimes, due to travelling distances, it is difficult for staff to 
get to school or arrive on time.  If there are adverse weather conditions, the school will 
text parents as soon as we have decided about whether school is open.  We will also put 
a message on Facebook and the school website.  It could be that we decide to open a 
little later to allow children and staff to travel to school safely.  It could be that we decide 
it is in the best interests of everyone to close the school for the day.  In making any 
decision regarding change to our usual arrangements, we are mindful of the health and 
safety of all concerned as well as understanding of the difficulties families may have in terms of planning in 
advance, finding childcare etc.  We will do our very best to make sure that any decisions are the right ones 
given the information available to us and that they are communicated to you in good time. We are sure that 
you will also have contingency plans in place – and let’s hope that we don’t have to use them! 
Parents need to make their own judgement regarding the safety of their journey to and from school.   

 
New Starters in Reception for September 2021 

If your child was born between 1 September 2016 and 31 August 2017 you'll need to apply for their infant or 
primary school place by 15 January 2021. They'll start school in September 2021. You can apply from Apply 
online at:  https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/education/schools/school-places/apply-for-a-school-place.aspx or 
call 01629537479.  Please note that all applications made on time receive equal consideration.  Applying 
after the deadline may reduce your chances of getting a place at your preferred school - particularly if it is 
popular.  If your child has a statement of educational needs or an Educational Health Care Plan contact the 
county special needs section on 01629536539.  Please share this information with other prospective parents 
who might not have children at the school and feel free to tell them that we are a great school! 
 

Parental Questionnaire 
Please find the results to the recent online questionnaire issued to all parents.  Thanks to those who were 
able to fill it in.  
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623 Christmas Holiday club 
Please see the advert to the side. 

 
School lunches 

Please note that school ideally requires two weeks’ notice if you 
would like to change lunch arrangements for your child.  This is 
because we order food some time in advance.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Once again, I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year.  
 
Kind regards 
 
Mr Simon Beahan, Headteacher 


